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WORDS OF WELCOME is the newsletter of the network of Host 
Program agencies in Ontario. It is produced by the Ontario 
Host Coordination Project, with funding support from Ontario 
Region, Citizenship and Immigration Canada.
 
We value your feedback and welcome any comments, 
ideas or suggestions you may have for our upcoming issues. 

Contact Jodi Larivière, Editor: 
jodi@hostontario.org 

Design: Dani McBride Layout: Jennifer Pershick 
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… and More Change
Our sincere thanks to all Host Programs who contributed their Stories of Change. It was a great  
privilege and pleasure to read them, and difficult to select just a few for this publication. Other  
short-listed stories were: 

Bea, Fort Erie Multicultural Centre — A refugee’s struggle to make her way in Canada gets a boost 
when she connects with the Host Program. 

Manuel, CultureLink, Toronto — A successful IT businessman recalls his experiences as a newcomer 
and a volunteer in the Host Program.

Ottawa? (Marie), San Romanoway Revitalization Association, Toronto — A young newcomer is too shy 
to speak, until she realizes the group needs her input.

Family Potluck and Culturefest, YMCA of Hamilton/Burlington/Brantford — A Peace Week event brings 
in a large and diverse group of participants.  

CICS/St. Paul’s Centre Partnership, Centre for Information and Community Services, Toronto — Host 
matches go together to volunteer at a senior care centre. 

Julia, North York Community House — A newcomer builds her confidence and leadership skills as a 
Host Program volunteer. 

This special edition of Words of Welcome was edited by Carolyn McGill and Cindy Weeks  
of Axiom Consultants Inc. for the Ontario Host Coordination Project.
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